CLASSIC CRIMES

the Home Secretary, and was advised that the doctor should go
in Birkin's stead and testify to his wounds and condition. But
the doctor, approached to this end, flatly refused to go; so the
resourceful detective kidnapped him and took him to Gibraltar
by force! The unwilling witness made the best of a bad job
and gave the required evidence at the trial. As his wealthy
employers had let him down, Callan had to conduct his own
defence, which, Marshall says, he did magnificently; but the
facts were too strong for him, and being convicted, he got ten
years.

Throughout the trial two or three members of the gang passed the
days in a rowing-boat in the bay near the Spanish shore. One day the
Judge mentioned them by name. I was interested to see the lawyer
who was watching the case for them leave the court hurriedly, hasten to
the Water Port, embark in a boat and row hurriedly to their craft.
After a vigorous confabulation, the gang were rowed to the Spanish
shore, where they landed and appeared no more,

It would have been instructive to have known the names of
the baffled speculators. One regrets that no other member of
the syndicate shared the scapegoat's fate. Unlike De Quincey,
who in an admirable essay considered murder as a fine art,
these gentlemen regarded it as a business proposition.
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